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THE ISSUE
By now, you know that the year 2015 could change everything - this year, world leaders agree to new development 
goals that could end extreme poverty by 2030. It’s up to us to ensure that when global leaders come together in 
September 2015, inspiring new development goals are  agreed upon and then become famous all over the world, so 
the whole world works together to ensure they are kept.

At the heart of ONE’s 2015 campaign are girls and women, because we know that Poverty is Sexist. Women are 
disproportionately impacted by the multiple dimensions of poverty, and extreme poverty won’t be overcome 
unless world leaders act now to help girls and women reach their full potential. This year presents a significant 
opportunity for world leaders to put the world on track to end extreme poverty, by supporting global policies for 
gender equality and women’s empowerment. 

To make a long story short, we can’t fight the injustice of extreme poverty without fighting gender inequality. That’s 
why ONE’s newest report highlights the fact that poverty and gender inequality go hand in hand, and that 
unlocking women’s economic potential can improve the lives of everyone in society.

THE CHALLENGE
The second phase of this semester-long challenge is your chance to mobilize your campus community—including 
all those new recruits from the first phase of this challenge—to action.

From now until the end of the spring semester, we’re tasking you with mobilizing your campus community around the 
new 2015 development goals, with a particular focus on women and girls. That means continuing to raise awareness 
around the key opportunity that 2015 presents in the fight against extreme poverty so that we can hold our leaders 
accountable to ensuring that the new goals are financed and followed in the years to come. It also means taking 
action around key policy priorities that can bring us closer to a world without extreme poverty, right now.

PART 2 OF A SEMESTER-LONG CHALLENGE
This semester consists of one semester-long challenge, broken into two phases with two corresponding toolkits. 
This toolkit is the second of two. 

As a refresher, there are two key components to this semester-long challenge:

1. Build a Local Movement: Recruitment and education 

2. Activate the Movement: Advocacy actions targeting policy priorities

2015: Our Big Opportunity
Spring 2015 Toolkit, Part 2: March 11-April 19

http://www.one.org/us/take-action/poverty-is-sexist/?source=homepage
https://s3.amazonaws.com/one.org/pdfs/poverty_is_sexist_report.pdf
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CAMPAIGN ACTIONS
Recruitment and public awareness will continue to be an important part of this challenge. Here are some additional 
campaign actions for this semester:

1. Spread the campaign. Spread the word about 
global gender inequality and the opportunity that 
2015 presents for ending extreme poverty, right 
from your smartphone. Here’s how: 1) Take a selfie 
holding a sign that says “Poverty is Sexist.”2) Post 
it on social media, using the sample message 
in the “Resources” section of this toolkit with 
the hashtags #PovertyisSexist, and tag @
ONECampus. 3) Nominate three Facebook friends 
to take the same commitment by tagging them in 
your post. 

 15 points per seflie

2. On-campus installation. What better way 
to spread the world about the new global 
development goals and the impact they could 
have on girls and women, than to show your 
campus community? Work with your ONE chapter, 
your professors, and any creative minds at your 
school to construct an eye-catching installation in 
a high-traffic location on campus. See the “Guide 
to creating a 2015 installation on your campus” at 
the end of this toolkit for specific installation ideas, 
criteria, and details. 

 600 points

3. Unlikely pairings. This spring, ONE is bringing 
all sorts of unlikely celebrity pairs together to 
highlight the importance of tackling gender 
inequality in the fight against extreme poverty. 
Get an unlikely “celebrity” pair on your campus—
for example, the College Republicans and the 
College Democrats or an Art professor and a Math 
professor—to co-author an Opinion Editorial (Op-
Ed) that highlights the critical opportunity that 
2015 presents in unlocking the potential of girls 
and women around the world and ending extreme 
poverty. Use the sample letter and step-by-step 
guide at the end of this toolkit, and be sure to let 
your ONE Campus Manager (Jen or Gordon) if your 
letter gets published. 

 300 points per published Op-Ed

4. Handwritten letters to Congress. Access to 
modern energy—a particularly important issue 
for girls and women living in extreme poverty— 
is among ONE’s key priorities for the new 2015 
global development goals. Right now, we need to 
push Members of Congress to pass the Electrify 
Africa Act and help provide electricity to 50 million 
people in Sub-Saharan Africa for the first time. 
Generate as many handwritten letters as possible 
to your school’s US Senators and Representative, 
telling them why you care about energy poverty 
and asking them to co-sponsor and support 
[INSERT BILL NUMBER], The Electrify Africa Act. 
Use this sample letter at the end of this toolkit as a 
guide, but be sure to personalize! 

 30 points per letter
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RESOURCES

1. SPREAD THE CAMPAIGN

Sample social media message 

Please use the below language for the “Spread the Campaign” action listed in this toolkit. We’ll be on the lookout for 
the posts you generate during this challenge, but ultimately, you will be responsible for submitting the total number 
of posts your chapter generated at the end of the challenge. Use our sample message and hashtags, but feel free to 
add your own hashtag so you can track the tweets that you and your campus generate.

“Women experience extreme poverty at a disproportionate rate, and we can’t 
fight global extreme poverty without fighting gender inequality. I’m committing to 
fighting gender inequality so that all people may live a life of dignity. I challenge 
@___, @____ and @___ to commit to this fight and speak up, too. #PovertyisSexist 
@ONECampus [Insert your ONE chapter’s own unique hashtag]”

2. ON-CAMPUS INSTALLATION

Guide to creating a 2015 installation on your campus

The objective for your installation is to raise awareness and educate your campus community about the fact that girls 
and women are disproportionately affected by extreme poverty, as well as the opportunity that the 2015 development 
goals bring to unlock women’s economic potential and thus improve the lives of everyone living in society.

1. Conceptualize. Your installation should be creative, eye-catching, and engaging. Try using 
one of the suggested installation ideas below—or work as a team to come up with your own 
installation concept based on your school’s unique setting and culture.

2. Strategize. Where on campus do you want your installation located? Be sure to choose a high-
traffic area where lots of people will notice it.   

3. Get permission. This is important! Work with your school’s student activities office to reserve 
the space you’ve chosen for your installation, for the day(s)/time(s) you want it. 

4. Plan. Recruit members to help get everything ready in the weeks and days leading up to the 
installation’s unveiling. Try delegating installation planning responsibilities to committees! Allow 
members to sign-up for committees that they find most interesting. These committees can 
meet during your ONE chapter’s regular meeting time or plan to meet separately to accomplish 
their respective tasks.
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5. Execute. Make sure you’ve got all the materials you need, and then when it comes time, “Install” 
your installation! ONE members should be on hand to “staff” the installation, if the nature of 
your installation requires it.

6. Document. Invite your school newspaper, local newspaper, or local TV news station to check out 
your installation and to write a story about it. Be sure to take tons of photos of your installation 
(and photos of passersby looking at it or interacting with it). Share them on social media using 
the hashtags #PovertyisSexist, #DemandBetter, and #ONECampus!

Installation ideas

Here’s a couple installation concept ideas to get you thinking:

 TREE. Construct a tree in a high-traffic spot on campus. Fill you tree with leaf cutouts that 
contain passersby’s hopes for the 2015 development goals (use the tabling tool 2015 pledge 
as a guide for this). Tell your campus why investments in girls and women can unleash 
tremendous potential to families, communities, and nations. Try hanging your leaf messages 
with clothespins or paperclips and string, and make sure to keep track of all your new pledges 
and enter them into the tabling tool.

 PHOTOBOOTH. Take your unlikely pairings to the next level by having unlikely pairs pose for a 
photo in front of a ONE backdrop. The more random the better! Try printing out ‘X’ and use it 
as a way to bring your pairs together. For example, College Republicans X College Democrat = 
Support for women farmers

 MAZE ON THE QUAD. Construct a maze or circle-shaped labyrinth in a busy spot on campus 
that contains compelling facts and statistics about extreme poverty and global gender 
inequality (see talking points at end of this toolkit) along the way, with a call to action at the 
finish point. Invite passersby to learn about the opportunity that 2015 presents for girls and 
women around the world by walking through the maze. Get resourceful--masking tape, rope, 
chalk, and stones are easily-accessible materials with which to outline an interactive maze on 
the ground.

http://campus.one.org/petition
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3. UNLIKELY PAIRINGS

Sample Op-Ed

Poverty is Sexist

You don’t often see a [position type or organization type] and a [position type or organization type] coming together. 

But then again, 2015 is unlike any other year. This September, world leaders are coming together to agree on new Global 
Goals—the Sustainable Development Goals, or SDGs—which could put the world on a path to ending extreme poverty by 
2030. With negotiations underway, we [insert name of person/student organization] and [insert name of person/student 
organization] at [___college/university] are partnering to amplify a message that needs to be heard: if we are to put the 
world on track to end extreme poverty, then women’s empowerment must be at the heart of the new Global Goals.

Poverty is sexist.  No matter how you cut it—socially, economically, legally—girls and women are prevented from 
reaching their full potential. That’s especially true in the developing world where girls and women are hit twice over, 
disadvantaged by being born both poor and female. As a girl, you are more likely to be denied an education than a 
boy. As a woman, you do not have the same rights to credit or land as a man. In many countries, women in paid work 
earn 10-30% less than men. And in the poorest countries, women’s literacy levels are just two-thirds that of men. 
Put simply, poverty is sexist. 

2015 could change everything. We must seize this historic opportunity to refocus the development agenda and 
call on world leaders to put women and girls at the center of the new Global Goals. Better targeted investments in 
the health, education and economic empowerment of women and girls are essential to dismantle the barriers that 
prevent so many from living healthy and productive lives. 

And get this: it’s not just girls and women who would be better off. A mounting body of evidence shows that lifting 
them up impacts boys and men, too. Globally, providing female farmers with the same access to productive resources 
as male farmers could reduce the number of people living in chronic hunger by up to 150 million. Increasing the 
amount spent on key health interventions for women and children by just $5 per person per year to 2035 could yield 
a nine times return on investment in economic and social benefits. And ensuring that all students in low-income 
countries, including girls, leave school with basic readings skills could cut extreme poverty globally by as much as 12%. 

The fight for equality is already on. In developing countries, thousands of girls and women are breaking down 
barriers and achieving extraordinary things. But our voices are needed to help turn personal victories into global 
ones. This isn’t just about doing what’s right; it’s about doing what’s smart. Giving girls and women the power and 
tools they need to improve their own lives and take hold of equal opportunities means they can become the drivers 
of poverty reduction. Unlocking the full potential of girls and women wouldn’t just transform their own lives—it could 
help end extreme poverty for good.

This year, world leaders must agree on Global Goals that have a strong focus on empowering women and girls. If we 
don’t seize this historic opportunity, we will regret it for generations to come.

Guide to publishing an Op-Ed 

Check out the ONE Campus guide to HOW TO: Write an Op-Ed for instructions and best practices on writing and 
submitting an Op-Ed.

http://campus.one.org/resources/view/13
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4. HANDWRITTEN LETTERS TO CONGRESS

Sample letter

Personalized, handwritten letters to your U.S. elected leaders is one of the most important and most impactful 
methods of advocating for an issue you care about. Use this sample letter as a guide:

Dear Senator/Representative [INSERT LAST NAME]:

As a constituent and student at [INSERT SCHOOL NAME], I’m writing to ask you to 
cosponsor soon-to-be-introduced legislation aimed at helping African countries deliver 
electricity to 50 million people for the first time. 

Energy poverty is a particularly critical issue for women and girls living in the world’s 
poorest countries. That’s because lack of access to safe, reliable, modern energy results in 
premature deaths from cooking with unsafe and unhealthy fuel sources, wasted time for 
women in the collection of fuel (to say nothing of the dangers in collecting it), insufficient 
provision of health services, inability to properly store and process agricultural harvests, and 
lower quality of education. 

[INSERT 1-2 SENTENCES ABOUT WHY YOU CARE]

This legislation will reduce poverty, improve health and education, and bolster economic 
growth by ramping up U.S. partnership between African countries and the U.S. private 
sector.  Please support the pending legislation that will fight energy poverty and help ensure 
everyone gets to lead a dignified life enriched with opportunity.

Sincerely,

[NAME]

[EMAIL]

[SCHOOL ADDRESS]

NOTE: As of March 11, the Electrify Africa legislation is pending in Congress. Once there’s a bill, we will send ONE 
Campus Leaders an updated sample letter that includes the bill name, number, and updated ask for co-sponsorship.

Ideas for generating letters

Check out the ONE Campus guide to HOW TO: Write your Member of Congress for tips and ideas on generating 
letters.

http://campus.one.org/resources/view/9
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THE PRIZE
The top four campuses that receive the most points AND execute the campaign actions most thoroughly and 
creatively by the end of the second phase (April 19) of this semester-long challenge will:

 Receive a prize pack full of ONE swag and items sold on the ONE Store 

 Receive a ONE Campus pop-up tent 

 Earn 1 spot on ONE’s Student Advisory Board. Student Advisory Board members will kick 
off a full year of advising and shaping ONE Campus by attending a 3-day meeting and have 
the opportunity to attend an Imagine Dragons concert complete with a VIP meet-and-greet 
session backstage with the band

ABOUT ONE’S 2015 CAMPAIGN
Poverty is sexist, and it won’t be overcome unless world leaders act now to help girls and women reach their 
full potential. This year, if women’s empowerment is at the heart of the new Global Goals, we have an amazing 
opportunity to put the world on track to end extreme poverty.

•	 2015 could change everything-New Global Goals to 
replace the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) 
will be announced at the United Nations summit in 
September. It’s up to us to make sure those goals 
will be good enough and famous enough to end 
extreme poverty by 2030. 

•	 This year our world leaders can commit to ending 
extreme poverty - but we will only achieve this if 
we unlock the full potential of millions of girls and 
women. 

•	 By 2030 we strive to end extreme poverty, hunger, 
child and maternal deaths from preventable, 
treatable diseases, and ensure everyone gets to 
lead a dignified life enriched with opportunity. 

•	 ONE’s new analysis shows that poverty and gender 
inequality go hand in hand. Putting girls and women 
at the heart of the new global goals will not only 
address the injustice of gender inequality, but 
benefit wider society. 

•	 Not only do girls and women face disadvantages 
when compared to people in wealthier countries, 
but the gender gap between men and women is 
greatest in the poorest countries. This year we have 
an historic opportunity do something about it.

•	 In many countries women in paid work earn 10–30% 
less than men. 

•	 Globally, providing female farmers with the same 
access to productive resources as male farmers 
could reduce the number of people living in chronic 
hunger by 100 – 150 million. 

•	 Ensuring that all students in low-income countries, 
including girls, leave school with basic readings 
skills could cut extreme poverty globally by as much 
as 12%.

https://s3.amazonaws.com/one.org/pdfs/poverty_is_sexist_report.pdf
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ABOUT ENERGY POVERTY
•	 Around 17% of the world’s population, or 1.2 billion people, have no access to electricity at all. Many African 

businesses have cited the lack of reliable energy access as the biggest obstacle to growth.

•	 Energy poverty (lack of access to safe, reliable, modern energy) is a particularly critical issue for women and 
negatively affects women at a disproportionate rate, as it results in premature deaths from cooking with unsafe 
and unhealthy fuel sources, wasted time for women in the collection of fuel (to say nothing of the dangers in 
collecting it), insufficient provision of health services, inability to properly store and process agricultural harvests 
and lower quality of education. 

•	 60% of refrigerators used for vaccine storage in African health clinics have unreliable electricity, compromising 
the effectiveness of life-saving children’s vaccines kept in refrigerators and risking unsafe delivery for women who 
give birth in the dark.

•	 Women in sub-Saharan Africa currently spend up to eight hours per day collecting fuel for cooking and heating 
their homes; access to energy would mean women could spend this time on education and more income-
generating pursuits.

•	 It is clear that providing reliable access to safe energy for all who lack it would improve educational opportunities, 
health service delivery, agricultural productivity, and women’s safety.

ABOUT ONE
 ONE is a nonpartisan grassroots campaign and advocacy organization backed by more than 6 million people 

globally who are committed to the fight against extreme poverty and preventable disease, particularly in Africa. 
It is made up of Democrats, Republicans, Independents, students, parents, people of all faiths and those who 
profess no faith. 

 ONE holds world leaders accountable for the commitments they’ve made to fight extreme poverty and 
campaigns for better development policies, more effective aid, and trade reform.

 ONE also supports greater democracy, accountability, and transparency in developing countries so resources 
can most effectively be deployed. 

 ONE achieves change through advocacy, awareness, and action. ONE works closely with policy experts, African 
leaders, and anti-poverty campaigners to mobilize public opinion in support of tested and proven solutions.


